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Celebrate What Makes Us Different
Spiritually Integrated Care Takes Many Forms at Samaritan
By Rosangela Berbert, MSE, NCC, LPC, Executive Director at Samaritan
This is an exciting time for friends
of Samaritan Counseling Center for
more than one reason—next month
we unveil Samaritan’s new identity
that coincides with our summertime move to our beautiful
new building. So much will be exciting and revitalized!
As a part of our “refreshing” process, we were especially
affirmed in our role as professional mental health care
providers who provide spiritually integrated care; yet, we
also learned that many people understand this concept
in different ways depending on their ideas of faith,
spirituality, and religion.
Our team has long known spiritually integrated care
powerfully differentiates us from other regional providers.
In this message, I aspire to better define the certainty—and
the possibilities—inherent in the concept of counseling
that integrates what people believe into how they heal.
• We attend to the spiritual component of every person,
the place within one’s sacred core where a person
grounds his or her entire self.

• We believe each soul is unique but not isolated.
Samaritan helps people strike the vital balance between
their individual sense of purpose and their place in
the universe.
• Samaritan helps people connect with that which
transcends. Be it faith, religion, nature, or a connection
to a special relative or artist, we know that humans seek
connection and inspiration.
• Samaritan facilitates the learning of cognitive coping
capabilities and other healthy patterns that raise clients’
mind, body, and spirit to a new level of well-being.
May is Mental Health Awareness Month. We acknowledge the awareness the pandemic has brought
to issues of mental health for people in all walks of
life. Also, let’s honor the mission of Samaritan to
integrate what people believe into how they heal.
On this sacred ground, we can build life-giving
relationships and healthy lives.

Welcome,
John Barajas,
MSE, LPC-IT,
SAC-IT
John grew up in
California and
earned a degree in
communications
from Humboldt State
University before
starting graduate school
at the University of
Wisconsin-Oshkosh where he initially
studied higher education while working as an
assistant hall director on campus. One night
John helped calm a student who was having
suicidal thoughts, connected him to services,
and communicated with campus police about
what had happened. That powerful experience
started him on his path to earning a master’s
in clinical mental health counseling from
UW-Oshkosh and deciding to call Wisconsin
his home.
We welcome John as a resident therapist
at Samaritan where he will complete 3,000
hours of supervised counseling and earn his
licensure as a professional counselor (LPC)
and substance abuse counselor (SAC). John
especially likes working with college students
and other adults who are in transitional times
in their lives. He helps them discover their
unique purpose and unpack any trauma that
might otherwise manifest itself in unhealthy
coping mechanisms. Working together,
he especially likes diverting people from
excessive alcohol or drug use before it
blossoms into serious AODA issues.
When John is not at work, he enjoys spending
time outdoors, fishing, and skeet shooting.
His girlfriend considers him a bit of a nerd,
but only because she secretly admires his
1989 Lego Batman car in his office.

Thank You
Celebration
In-Person Only

Thursday, May 19, 2022
The Grand Meridian
2621 N. Oneida Street, Appleton

KEYNOTE
SPEAKER

Anthony Alvarado
Board Chair & Co-Founder,
RISE TOGETHER
Movement
Educator
Storyteller
Researcher
Social Entrepreneur

Registration
& Networking
11:30 a.m- 12:00 p.m. Welcome & Lunch
12:00 - 12:30 p.m.
Keynote Speaker
Presentation:
Anthony Alvarado
12:30 - 12:45 p.m.
2nd Annual Selfless
Samaritan Award
Presentation
11:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Anthony Alvarado is on a mission to rid the
world of hopelessness by empowering others
to strive toward their full potential. Since fall
of 2013, he has traveled over 300,000 miles,
taken the stage more than 350 times, and
spoken to 160,000+ people in a variety of
settings. He started with one goal: to help save
lives. Anthony took a speaking sabbatical after
his teenaged son died suddenly in 2020. He
recently returned to share a message of hope
and healing after loss.

Prepare to engage mind, heart, and spirit
and be inspired to live a more meaningful life.
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Media Sponsor:

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND SAMARITAN COUNSELING CENTER’S

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
& Grand Opening
Friday, June 10th, 2022
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon
1205 Province Terrace, Menasha, WI
9:00 a.m.

Gather & Network

9:45 a.m.

Building Dedication

9:15 a.m.

9:50 a.m.

Program | Reveal New Identity
& Very Special Announcement

*Bring an item to place in the time capsule to mark
this extraordinary time in which we find ourselves.
Rain or Shine! In the event of inclement weather,
festivities will take place indoors.
Please RSVP using QR Code or email:
HSteinberger@samaritan-counseling.com
or 920-886-9319 Ext. 155

Time Capsule Collection*

Refreshments & Tours to Follow

Race the Lake

Samaritan Cyclists are looking for riders to join our team for our 3rd annual Race
the Lake. Join staff, board members, volunteers, family, and friends as we embark
on the 89-mile journey around Lake Winnebago on Sunday, August 21, 2022. Help
us raise awareness about the positive impact of exercise on mental health. Early
bird registration saves money and closes on May 30. Riders who register early get
a complimentary bright green training t-shirt branded with the Samaritan Cyclists
logo. We hope to do monthly team training rides in May (30 miles), June (40 miles),
July (50 miles), and August (60 miles, before the race). Rides will happen on the first
Saturday of the month, with rain date being the second Saturday and will start/finish
at Samaritan’s new office at 1205 Province Terrace, Menasha. Gather at 8:15a. Depart
at 8:30a. Contact Jane Frantz, Hannah Keesler, or Doug Bisbee for more information.
Contact Heather Steinberger to order your FREE training t-shirt.

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
UPDATE
Success
Story from School
District of Hilbert
We are fortunate to have two therapists working with our
students every week. We are able to provide this much
needed service for students through the generous donations
of Thrive Calumet and our partnership with Samaritan
Counseling. One of our students was in virtual therapy
with Catalina. Through the therapy session, the therapist
determined that our student was not able to keep herself safe.
This student's mother brought her to a hospital for treatment.
Without the work of Samaritan and the relationship that
was built with our student, who knows what could have
happened. This hour-long therapy appointment could have
very well saved this student's life. We are extremely thankful
to Samaritan Counseling and THRIVE Calumet. It is every
district's fear of losing one of our students by suicide.
Having Samaritan School Based Mental Health Services as
well as Samaritan Screening in our building is saving lives,
changing lives, and providing hope. This is why we do the
work that we do. We are doing important work and need to
continue for our students.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart,

OUR GOAL:
$2,850,000
$2,671,559
94% RAISED
as of Apil 24, 2022

NEW DONORS:

� LAUREL MCCULLOCH
� BARB & BILL URBROCK
� VETTE FAMILY FUND

Jennifer Konen
Student Support Specialist
School District of Hilbert

IN THE NEWS

April 18, 2022 | WBAY
Samaritan Counseling Center expands with new
facility as demand for services increases

CAMPAIGN
UPDATE VIDEO

Scroll down on the page to see the video

