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The 2022 Solihten Institute Conference
Rosangela Berbert, Hannah
Keesler and Choua Schommer
represented Samaritan in-person
at this year’s Solihten Institute
“Be The Light” 38th Annual
Conference held August 4-6 in
Denver. Experts presented and
workshopped on topics related to
inclusiveness and non-violence,
COVID-19 mental health impacts,
the science of spirituality, and
the role of religion and spirituality
in psychotherapy. The Solihten
Institute is a nationwide network
of outpatient behavioral health
centers dedicated to treating
mind, body, spirit, and community.
Samaritan is a Solihten-affiliated
and accredited counseling center.

“We had many opportunities to
shine our inner light with each
other and upon each other
during our three days together.
That brought all the intellectual
knowledge to real life—helping us
feel renewed and encouraged
to continue to do our best to help
the people we serve, nurture their
light within, and connect with the
light beyond themselve,” said
Rosangela Berbert, MSE, NCC,

LPC, Samaritan Executive Director.
“The in-person gatherings gave
us plenty of time to connect with
others who share similar passions in
a way that is not possible via virtual
platforms. Not only do we sharpen
our own understanding of the
care we provide and brainstorm
together, but we also have time
to connect in casual ways to build
relationships,” said Hannah Keesler,
MS, LPC, Samaritan Clinical
Director.
“I realized how much research
and education there is around
spiritually integrated mental health
care and heard people share their
experiences, both in their personal
and professional lives,” said Choua
Schommer, Candid™ Product
Manager.

BTN: SOLIHTEN IN
DENVER
( BY T H E N U M B E R S )

(L-R) Hannah Keesler, Rosangela Berbert,
Choua Schommer.

Choua Schommer represented
the launch of Candid™ Mental
Wellness Screening Systems
to the Solihten conference
attendees, a product developed
by Samaritan for counseling
centers that want to expand their
roles in providing school-based
mental health care.
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Intro of Candid™ to
Solihten Colleagues

New Hires
Hunter Lauer recently joined Samaritan
as a client benefits specialist, a role
in which she will answer incoming calls,
schedule appointments, verify insurance
coverage, and greet clients. Hunter holds
an associate’s degree from the University
of Wisconsin Oshkosh-Fox Cities and has a
wealth of experience as a receptionist in
health care settings.
Ashley Van Dyck, MS, LPC-IT recently
joined Samaritan as a resident therapist.
She holds her master’s in clinical mental
health counseling from UW-Stout and has
an extensive background in working with
people in day treatment settings and
group homes. Ashley will primarily work
in school-based mental health services
provided through THRIVE Calumet and
also work with AODA clients. She has a
special interest in play therapy, Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy (CBT), and working
with people who have experienced
trauma.

Promotions
Stefany Murillo has accepted
the position of Wellness Screen
administration specialist. Previously,
she served as Samaritan’s English/
Spanish bilingual client benefits specialist
supervisor for nearly four years. Stefany
will now provide administrative support
to the Wellness Screen program and
manage the program’s screening
database.
Stefany assumes the responsibilities of
Choua Schommer who has been named
the Candid™ product manager and
data analyst. Candid™ is a program
developed by Samaritan for counseling
centers across the country that want to
expand their roles in providing schoolbased mental health care. Candid™
grew out of the success and efficacy
of Samaritan’s Connected Community
Wellness Screen.

R AC E T H E L A K E

Despite changing her bike three times due
to mechanical issues that cost them over
an hour in time, Clinical director, Hannah
Keesler, and therapist, Doug Bisbee, were
all smiles when they finished the 88-mile
endurance test.

A group of Samaritan employees and
volunteer photographer, Dr. Pat Mahoney
(on ground in neon green jacket),
participated in the 88 mile Race the Lake
around Lake Winnebago on Sunday,
August 21, 2022.

(L to R) Ammie Ebben, Kathleen Steiner,
Erik Pohlman, Gloria Allhiser, and Courtney
Pohlman were all “thumbs up” after
completing 88 miles as a relay team. Thank
you, Kathleen, for sharing your bike with
Hannah!
Matt Vieth
and son Salvi
celebrate
victory after
the race.

Meet Samaritan’s
New Intake Specialist
K AY P O W E R S , M S W, A P S W
Kay Powers, MSW, APSW, has been
named to the newly created intake
specialist role at Samaritan. The position
is funded by a grant from United Way
Fox Cities and an Outagamie County
Behavioral Health Care Program Grant
funded by the American Rescue Plan
(ARPA). The purpose of Kay’s new role is
to streamline and enhance the intake
process for new clients. She explained:
• She meets with new clients to help
mitigate longer wait times for
treatment, learn their history and
symptoms that bring them
to Samaritan, and make initial
diagnoses. Kay then completes intake
documentation and thoughtfully
matches clients with therapists.
• Kay has a specific interest in meeting,
welcoming, and creating safe spaces
for new clients. “I also have a very
good sense of our team; we are

blessed with so much diversity.” Her
colleagues already appreciate her
ability to make strong therapeutic
matches.
• The new intake process works with
clients who can be accommodated
at Samaritan, not referred out. “Our
intention is to build trust and
accompany our clients—and save time
and resources for everyone involved.”

Kay Powers, MSW, APSW, completed
her internship at Samaritan in 2019
and returned as a resident in 2021. She
earned her master’s degree in social
work from UW-Madison and has 10 years
of experience serving youth and families
in Child Protective Services and the
Boys & Girls Clubs of America, Oshkosh
& Fox Cities-Home Base Program for
runaway and homeless youth. She retains
a parttime caseload in addition to her
intake specialist role.
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Thank you, Roger and Bette!
We couldn’t do what we do without you.
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Roger and Bette Hoytink recently joined the SAMbassador’s Club,
making a regular monthly investment in Samaritan. “We support
Samaritan because mental health is as important as physical health.
We have been especially impressed with the Wellness Screen
program, which provides early identification of
potential emotional health issues in several area
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FEATURING, Ron Carucci
Co-Founder of Navalent, Author of To Be Honest

Find out how honest your team is:
https://tobehonest.net/assessment/

NORTH EAST WISCONSIN

 
 
  

New at Samaritan
Anxiety SOS Education
& Support Group
FAC I L I T A T E D BY D E E S AV I D E S , M S W, L C S W
Anxiety is a very treatable condition. Participants
will learn some of the best anxiety management
tools available to help manage their panic, stress,
and anxiety.
Topics will include
• Gaining comfort with change
• Strategies for managing panic
• Emotion regulation tools
• Connecting to individuals’ positive values
• Mindfulness skills

Classes meet at Samaritan, 1205 Province Terrace
in Menasha, from 6-7:30 p.m. on Sept. 29, Oct. 13,
Oct. 27, and Nov. 11.

Interested? Please call Samaritan to schedule an
intake appointment with a counselor prior to the start
of class or ask your existing Samaritan counselor for
a referral. There is a fee; insurance may apply, and
financial assistance is available.

CA P I TA L C R E D I T
UNION IS DOING THE
RIGHT THING!
Our heartfelt gratitude to CAPITAL CREDIT UNION for
their $20,000 investment in our agency through their
"Inner Voice Out" employee campaign. President and
CEO, Laurie Butz (L) and VP of Commercial Lending Tim
Wyngaard (R) recently presented an oversized check
representing the gift to Samaritan Executive Director
Rosangela Berbert, who said, "This is truly amazing! We
couldn't do what we do without our corporate partners.
It is wonderful that Capital Credit Union employees value
and support mental wellness."

Calumet County Schools THRIVE
in First Year with Samaritan
Five Calumet County school districts and Samaritan marked the one-year anniversary
of THRIVE Calumet, a school-based mental health pilot program, with a Report to the
Community on August 9 at Calumet County Park. Samaritan staff and school administrators
from Brillion, Chilton, Hilbert, New Holstein, and Stockbridge shared accomplishments, trends, challenges,
funding concerns, and plans for the 2022/23 school year with community members and the media. See THRIVE
stories in the news:
WLUK I THRIVE Calumet celebrates one year of supporting students’ mental health
WBAY I 5 school districts and Samaritan team up for students in “Thrive Calumet”
Spectrum News I Thrive Calumet making major mental health impact for five school districtsTheir life, literally,
saved': THRIVE Calumet making major mental health impact for five school districts
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Students were screened in one
grade in each school during the pilot year
screens were offered
(80%) of the screens were completed
young people screened positive for
mental health concerns
students received counseling
total counseling sessions
Intro of Candid™ to Solihten Colleagues

Chilton Mayor Tom Reinl (bottom right) and his wife, Nancy
(bottom left) enjoyed lunch along with Megan Schuessler,
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region (top right), and
Attorney Derek McDermott (left) and Gregory Garton (middle)
after the Report to the Community on August 9, 2022, at Calumet
County Park.

